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Sustainable Development Goals 

Direct SDG violence targets
SDGs with targets that address risk

factors

SDG Target 5.2
Eliminate all forms of violence 

against women and girls

SDG Target 5.3
Eliminate all harmful practices, 

such as child, early and forced 

marriage, and female genital 

mutilations

SDG Target 16.1
Significantly reduce all forms of 

violence and related death rates 

everywhere

SDG Target 16.2
End abuse, exploitation, 

trafficking and all forms of 

violence against children

+
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Fact n. 1

Violence is a 
leading cause of 

injuries and death 
among children 





Fact n. 2

The most common 
form of violence 
against children 
occurs at home
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On average, about 8 in 10 children experience 
some form of violent discipline in the home

Percentage of children aged 2 to 14 years who experienced any violent discipline, 
psychological aggression and physical punishment in the past month

Note: These are weighted averages based on comparable data for 62 countries or areas.
Source: UNICEF global databases, 2014, based on DHS, MICS and other nationally representative surveys, 2005-2013.



Fact n. 3

Bullying, physical 
fights and 

physical attacks 
are common 

occurrences in 
the lives of 

children 



0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

Bullying, a problem worldwide, is experienced by a large 
proportion of teens in many low-, middle- and high-income 
countries

Percentage of adolescents aged 13 to 15 years who reported being bullied at 
least once in the past couple of months, in the 10 countries with the highest 
prevalence of bullying worldwide and in the 10 countries in Europe and North 
America with the highest prevalence of bullying

Notes: Data for State of Palestine and Zimbabwe are not national but have been recalculated on the basis of subnational surveys that took place in selected cities 
in each country or area. Data for Ghana refer to students in junior high school only. Data for Belgium are a weighted average of the Flemish and French samples.
Source: HBSC, 2009/2010 and GSHS, 2003-2013.
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Over half of all children experience 
physical violence before age 18

Percentage of individuals aged 18-24 who experienced physical violence prior to age 18 
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*Updated denominator for Tanzania lifetime prevalence indicators of childhood violence uses 18-24 year olds prior to age 18; lifetime 
prevalence indicators from 2011 Tanzania VACS report use the denominator of 13-24 year olds prior to age 18.



Fact n. 4

120 million girls 
have been 

subjected to forced 
sexual intercourse 
and other forced 

sexual acts



Selected country facts on sexual violence 
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Percentage of girls aged 15 to 19 years who have ever experienced forced sexual 
intercourse or any other forced sexual acts  (including in childhood)



Percentage of individuals 18-24 years old who experienced sexual violence prior to age 18 
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*Only girls interviewed in Swaziland 

**Updated denominator for Tanzania lifetime prevalence indicators of childhood violence uses 18-24 year olds prior to age 18; 
lifetime prevalence indicators from 2011 Tanzania VACS report use the denominator of 13-24 year olds prior to age 18.

Girls and boys are affected by violence, 
but the vast majority are girls . . .



Fact n. 5

Most victims never 
disclose their 
experiences
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More than half of victims never tell anyone about their experiences of 
abuse nor do they seek help to end the violence

Percentage of girls aged 15 to 19 years who ever experienced physical and/or sexual 
violence and never told anyone about it and percentage who never sought help 
from any source to end the violence, in a selection of countries with available data

Notes: Data for Jordan refer to ever-married girls and are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. Data for Pakistan refer to ever-married girls who have ever experienced physical 
violence and are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. 
Source: UNICEF global databases, 2014, based on DHS, 2005-2013.



Fact n. 6

Condoning attitudes 
and social norms place 

children at risks



• In 28 of 60 
countries with data 
on both sexes, a 
larger proportion of 
girls than boys 
believe wife-beating 
is sometimes 
justified



Where are some of the gaps?

• Consistently disaggregated data—by age and 
gender

• Is child neglect violence? 

• Potential impacts of children’s involvement in 
research on violence 

• Exploitation and trafficking of children

• Violence against certain groups of children 
(refugees, IDPs, emergency situations, 
disabilities, living in institutional care…)



Drivers of Violence Affecting Children: 
Multi-Country Study preliminary findings from 4 countries



Interventions Landscape: 
UNICEF’s Six Strategies for Action



Priority Prevention Strategies

UNICEF INSPIRE

PEPFAR; Together for Girls; UNICEF;
UNODC; USAID; US CDC; WHO, World Bank

Supporting Parents, Caregivers and 
families 

Parental Strengthening

Helping Children and adolescents 
manage risks and challenges

Education and life skills

Changing attitudes and social norms 
that encourage violence and 
discrimination 

Norms and values change

Promoting and providing support 
services for children 

Response services

Implementing Laws and policies that 
protect children 

Implementation and Enforcement of    Laws

Carrying out data collection and 
research

Monitoring & EVAL +
Multi-sectoral coordination

Income Strengthening (new)
Safe Environments (new) 



Income Strengthening 
Contributes to and is supported by SDG Targets 1.3, 1.4 and 10.2

Objective: Improve families’ economic security and stability, reduce intimate partner 
violence and stress

 Potential Outcomes
Countries have helped households and families attain:

– Greater economic security and stability

– Greater access to social protection

– More gender equitable and non-violent norms

– Reduced child exposure to intimate partner violence in the home

– Reduced level of intimate partner violence

Adolescents have:

– Higher or sustained school enrolment and gender parity

– Livelihood and other skills for adulthood

– Lower levels of early marriage, childbearing and sexual debut 

 What Works? Interventions
1) Cash transfers

2) Group savings and loans associations combines with training on equitable gender 
roles and norms

3) Microfinance for women combined with training


